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[N

: soap operas become
J. They are The Princess
2 ) and To the Sky Kingdom
. | would focus on the case
WVeiYoung to give you some details
ation of the trend of plagiarism.
Nei 6ung is originally a novel. A
company boug f-%he copyright of it then filmed it as
a soap opera. The author of this novel is Qin Jian.
Netizens found out that some chapters are similar
with another online novel. Through their great effort,
a website is built to integrate all the evidence of
the plagiarism in this novel. There are two hundred
and ninety four chapters in this novels but there
are only nine chapters that are not plagiarized. The
evidence list was released online before the soap
opera was launched on TV. Although the situation
of plagiarism are so serious in this novel, not many
mainstream media reported this shocking news. Not
many TV viewers are aware of how bad it is. Till

now, the author of The Princess WeiYoung still has
not received any punishment he or she deserves.

In this case, we can see that there are some
problems in how the people treat plagiarism. First,
the mainstream media did not attach importance to
the case of plagiarism, no matter it is To the Sky
Kingdom or The Princess WeiYoung. It seems that
people in Hong Kong and mainland China have a
weak sensitivity to plagiarism. Some readers know
about the plagiarism but they would still read that
novel. They would not even think plagiarism is so
big a deal. And also, the law does not really protect
authors.

There is a law about copyright in mainland
China, which is called the “Copyright Law of
the People’s Republic of China”. Let us look at
the article 1 of this law: “This Law is enacted, in
accordance with the Constitution for the purposes of
protecting the copyright of authors in their literary,
artistic and scientific works and rights and interests
related to copyright, of encouraging the creation
and dissemination of waorks which would contribute
to the building of an advanced socialist culture and
ideology and to socialist material development,
and of promoting the development and flourishing
of socialist culture and sciences.” The aim of this
law is to protect the copyright of works. We can
see the word “works” in article 1. Article 3 defines
what “works” is. “Works” in this law include the
written works. It seems like this law can protect
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online writers but the answer is no. Although online
novels are the “works” in this law, it is still hard to
deal with cases of plagiarism. There is a grey area.
The law do not show people what plagiarism is in
clear words. Here is article 10 of this law: “the right
of exploitation and the right to remuneration, that
is, the right of exploiting one's work by means of
reproduction, performance, broadcasting, exhibition
distribution, making cinematographic, television or
video production, adaptation, translation, annotation,
compilation and the like, and the right of authorizing
others to exploit one's work by the above-mentioned
means, and of receiving remuneration therefor.”
Here is the question, what is reproduction and
adaptation? If | copy the entire chapter of a novel,
that is definitely reproduction. If | copy the entire
chapter but change the names of the characters, that
is still reproduction. What if | just use a paragraph
of the novel, is it reproduction or adaptation? There
is no guideline about how to define adaptation and
reproduction. In the case of The Princess WeiYoung,
Qin Jian said that she just borrowed the descriptive
sentences from other novels. It is not easy to pin her
down, according to the PRC law.

As | mentioned, The Princess WeiYoung copied
two hundred and eighty five chapters from other
books. In the novel of The Princess WeiYoung, Qin
Jian did not only borrow concepts from other books,
but also used the exact same words or structures in
sentences. This kind of coincidence does not only
happen in one paragraph but almost all the chapters.
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In fact, it is hard to draw a
what is and what is not plagiaris
borrowed a setting from another book he
created a new story under that setting, it may be
considered as plagiarism, or just coincidence.
Different people would have different opinions and
make different judgement calls: some people may
think that 15% is bad enough; some would think 5%.
It is a judgement call at the end of the day.

Some plotlines or story frameworks are assumed
to be universal and therefore not plagiarism. Just
like Run Over Run (EU #& IF 1T %5 ) and Happy
Death Day, both of the idea of these two works are
the same, the main character would get back to a
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at is at stake here is the general

publi vareness and sensitivity of plagiarism. For
some obvious cases of plagiarism like The Princess
WeiYoung to be embraced without any critical
response from the audience is a phenomenon to be
reckoned with. &
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On How Not to Follow
Nonsensical Trends

In Hong Kong

Féng?

What do you mean?
Trend?

Craze?

Madness?

I have no choice.

I am a Hongkonger.

Féng in Hong Kong is no doubt a super invisible
power that affects Hongkonger every day. Such Féng
is not Li Ka-shing's force field or any typhoons. By
such wind | mean trends that would unconsciously
influence us all. Wind can be the tool to spread seeds
in order to help the growth of life. It can also be the
tool to spread fire, which causes the loss of life and
property. In this article | want to discuss some absurd
wind, such as the education system and some other
off-the-wall behavior in Hong Kong. Such absurdity
is causing a fire, destroying our once cherished Hong
Kong.

Most people in Hong Kong would agree that
their fortunes can be changed with the education
system. Hong Kong people actually have two
big fortunes. The first one is the twelve-year free
education. The policy gives a hand to those students
who are facing financial difficulties to gain a chance
to study till the graduation of secondary school. In
other words, they need not worry too much about
being in debt and unemployed if their exam results
are not satisfactory. The second fortune is HKDSE,
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— By Ma Chiu-sing (CIE Student)

the only public examination in the new 334 system.
As a student, you may disagree that HKDSE is a
fortune as it looks more hash when compare to the
previous syllabi. However, under closer scrutiny,
one will see that there is nothing wrong with the
system itself. It was the implementation that has
gone wrong.

The education system is changing every single
moment. According to Sir Ken Robinson, the chaos is
caused by what is valuable in culture that we want to
pass to the next generation and the rapidly changing
and unpredictable economy (2010). Imagine you select
science subjects as your elective and hope that you
will be a doctor one day. However, at the moment you
actually become a doctor, would you feel satisfied?
It really depends on whether you follow your own
passions or you simply do as told. Making a correct
decision that is true to your heart is always much more
important than your hard work. Once your mind is set
on a goal, the process of hard work is its own reward.

Other than academic pursuits, “whole person



development” is also all the rage in Hong Kong.
Respecting others in the community, especially
the elderly, is one such trait that the whole person
agenda wants to cultivate among youngsters.
However, the reason behind such behavior is
distorted. People seem to be only robotically
following rules instead of performing an action from
their hearts. The discussion about “priority seats” on
public transports is the best illustration. People give
up priority seats, for what? They are scared. They
feel pressurized to conform. It is ironic that in a city
populated by highly educated people, it is the camera
that is enforcing law and order, along with other
technologies such as internet discussion forums.

In 2009, priority seats were introduced by the
MTR. It aims to promote good behavior in order
to help those in need such as the elderly, pregnant
women and people with disability (MTR, 2017).
In some way, the mission is perfect. However, the
good intention is gradually being twisted. The term
“humiliation seat” was then created to mock the
unexpected consequences. For example, people who
are really in need would still opt to stand even when
such seats are vacant. Another funny and unexpected
result is when some people dare challenge such
unspoken rules. Even though they understand that
they are likely to become the victims of certain
forums’ powerful “human flesh search engines” on
social websites or video-sharing websites. Some
people do need a seat after long hours of hard work
although they may not appear to be “in need”. As we
sit down in front of the computer screen with a bowl
of popcorns, we really should ponder if we should
encourage such internet lynching.

Another absurd trend is a lot harsher: the
forever-rising property prices. According to Annual
Demographia International Housing Affordability
Survey done by Demographia, properties in Hong

Kong are the most difficult to afford in the past
seven years (Hartwich, 2016). The most absurd of
all is that the price of a property usually requires a
person to lead a sub-standard life for 18 to 40 years,
only to achieve the basic purchasing power to own
that property (Hketcom, 2017). Let’s bear in mind
what Ricky Wong, the chairman of Hong Kong
Television Network Limited, once said: “property
should not be the only goal for teenagers (Hketcom,
2015). Not that we don’t want to live in a nice place.
It is just that we shouldn’t put all our eggs in one
basket.

“You don’t learn to walk by following rules.
You learn by doing, and by falling over.” This is
a famous quote from Richard Branson. His quote
points out the true attitude in the society. Before we
achieve our own dream, we must face the process of
failures, mostly induced by the majority in society.
Féng is just a natural phenomenon that is trying to
destroy us, while Féng itself would not know. &
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Superhero movies are popular around the world,
especially stories based on Marvel Comics and DC
Comics. They are the duopoly of this particular
genre of production and their movies attract millions

: _E)f fans to buy tickets. This article will focus on
E -su_per'hero' movies produced by the Marvel Studios
which. has a more organized and progressive
universe on film, known as the Marvel Cinematic
Uni_ve_r_se (MCU). It officially started in 2008 when
Iron Man, the first movie in MCU, was released.

Lo T !

e -Later it-develops-a well-structured storyline,

% whlch includes more superhero characters such as
R Cép;tam Amerlca, Thor, and Hulk. In this universe,

< - cphfrontation between Captain America and.Iron

e om

~ Man takes_,pliace in Captain América: Civil War
released-in 2016. They are fighting -over whether
* - superhero should be put under government control.

This.articlé will ana|yze this issue in the‘film with™

reference to the Captain’ Amerlca series and the Iron
Man serles ® .

' -Th(_are is a basic storyline in every' superhero
movie that the main character becomes a powerful
person and he aims to protect people in his country.
In the MCU, everyone can be a superhero, as long as
you want to be a superhero and have good intentions
to help others. It is more obvious in the Captain
America series. Steve Rogers was thin and weak at
first. He had no chance to be a soldier, let alone a

superhero, until-his kindness was appreciated by Dr.
Abraham Erskine, who offered him an opportunity
to receive a super-soldier treatment. Tony Stark went

~ through a similar psychological struggle when he

realized that what he did as a weapon manufacturer
actually hurt people. With his intelligence and

" expertise he developed an armor for himself.

Although he has no “superpower”, he can still be a
hero because he has strong intentions to save others.

A superhero is a powerful person with
superhuman abilities and intends to protect his
or her country. “Hero” this term can be traced
back to ancient Greece. It was defined as the best
warrior who knows how to fight and kill but he is
not representing anyone else. For a “hero” at that
time, he simply wants to be great (BBC News,
2015). The meaning of this word changes with
time. Later, the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates
sacrificed himself for an ideal future of philosophy
and humanity. His action can be marked as the
mother interpretation of heroism (BBC News,
2015). Nowadays, the term “hero” turns out to be
an honour to a soldier who is great and willing to
sacrifice for others. But practically no one in real
life would say they want to be a hero (BBC News,
2015). It is nothing heroic to be a soldier and what
he does is not more heroic than his brothers in
arms. It is indeed interesting that we often see in
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a hero movie the hero feels like it is a mission for
him to save the world and do what we think a hero
should do. The audience has gotten used to this
formula of a hero that provides the backdrop of all
the exciting fight sequences. The audience takes
such heroism for granted and they tend to ignore
the other side of the story which is the damages
made by those superheroes. The superheroes not
only protect American national safety, but also
bring total destructions to cities and other countries.
As the MCU is a continuing universe and these
actions happen several times in different films, it
is unavoidable for the film producers to deal with
this hidden problems. Hence, the superheroes are
asked to sign an agreement, Sokovia Accords, which
different countries offer in Civil War.

In this film, Rogers and Stark take different
stance on the confrontation because of their
difference in experience. Rogers is a soldierwho
knows that the government would limit what he can
do when there is such an agreement. He worries that
the government would ask him to do what he thinks
is wrong or whatever he disagrees with. Therefore,
he uses his own methods to do what he thinks is
right. For instance, he attempts to catch Zemo, the
supervillain, by himself and Bucky Barnes, the
Winter Soldier. The audience somehow got the idea
that his action is right but, in fact, it is beyond the
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boundary of law. On the contrary, Stark feels guilty
to people who are injured or die in their wars. It is
one reason for him to approve of the restriction on .
superheroes as he agrees that superheroes need to be
responsible for the injuries and destruction. Rogers

focuses on his intentions and is afraid‘that it would ", "= N

be distorted by the government while Stark focuses
on the consequence they, made after the wars and a

huge financial burden on rebuilding the city. Their .

ideas contradict each other fundamentally.

Obviously, America is such superheroes. It
can be traced back to the Cold War as their movies:

were made based on comics at that time. In the

past, superhero comic's were Political proﬁaganda
to promote ideologies such as patriotism and
capitalism. For example, Captain America acts as

a moral spirit in America while Iron Man shows .

merits of technological advancement..No matter,

. -
“

-

Captain America or Iron Man or other superheroes, ~*

they are répreser_lting the values of America and
these values remain in the film as a distinctive
characteristic. The movies also show an ideology
that great power comes with great responsibility
when the superheroes believe that it is a duty for
them to protect the world. For a very long time,
America has been recognized as the World Police.
It seems like America thinks that a great power
has a responsibility to maintain world peace so she
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mterferes in the conflicts around the world directly
or indirectly such as the Middle East and North
- Korea. This idea is basically the same as shown in
* the film. Those ‘superheroes believe that they are
the only one who are able to provide this kind of

=, protection. However, their actions are in a grey area

.« '« their lawfulness.

[+ -

“between law and lawlessness as they are more like
a vigilante group with some prerogatives of states
(Costellb & Worcester, 2014). Thus, it leads to the
argument in Civil War which raises questions about

-
i

The conflict among superheroes is a self-

‘. critique of themselves and America. In the film,

they.break into two‘gro_ups_' which are Team Cap
and TFeam Iron Man. They fight over whether they
should be under control and responsible for what

T Ihey_ha\}e ‘been doing. The entire movie discusses

this issue but the problematic is that ultimately it is

5 Justifying the righteousness of the superheroes as

World Police. Although it*looks like a non-biased
description on the ideas of both sides, it actually
depicts Team Iron Man vaguely wrong to act as a
pro-government group and fight against their old
friends. Team Cap are concerned that they may be
“required to do things they are opposed to. In fact, it
reveals the belief that their decisions are superior to
those of the government so they refuse to sign the
restriction. Their insistence on this issue turns them

into criminals and their actions are literally lawless.
As mentioned before, the ideology of World Police is
integral with the ideas in superhero movies. America
is doing the same as those superheroes, both in
economic censorship or public condemnation and in
military intervention. It is indeed strange that when
the Marvel Studios tries to appear introspective but
it turns out to be just a justification. It seems to boost
their ego and prove that their own brand of justice
is far more important than other forms of law and
order.

Superhero movies are not produced just for
entertainment. It also contains some political
messages even though they are not as obvious as
those in the comics during the Cold War. The self-
critique in Civil War fails to deal with the problems
of destruction. On the contrary, it reinforces its own

BBC News. (2015, November 22). What makes a
hero? BBC News. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gvzpxW8mvrw

Costello, M. J., & Worcester, K. (2014). The
politics of the superhero. PS, Political Science &
Politics, 47(1), 85-89. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/
S$1049096513001625
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The Trend of Evil Aliens
In Hollywood

The first movie featuring extraterrestrial was
A Trip to the Moon (1902). At that time, not many
UFO sightings were recorded. Extraterrestrial life
was not a hot topic in that period so there were few
movies about extraterrestrials. In the 1940s, the
scale began to expand, the most well-known case is
the Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting. He sparked the
craze about “flying saucers” and was considered as
the beginning of the “modern UFO era.” Later, the
film industry began to make more films featuring
extraterrestrials. It seemed that talking about
UFOs and aliens became a trend as more and more
productions were about the extraterrestrials in this
universe. If we take a look at the films produced in
the period, many of them identify aliens as enemies.
This image is so ingrained that we can still see it
in movies nowadays. In this essay, | would like to
discuss the trend of the negative representation of
aliens in movies, using the cult classic, The Thing
(1982), as the prime example. This film was not
striking when it was first released, but after decades
it has gained a cult following. It is famous for its
agelessness because of its storytelling. It succeeds on
a story level and a visual level with a synchronicity
that is difficult to find in recent films. | do agree
that it is outstanding in telling the story while
combines visual shock and few sound effects. Eerie
atmosphere is also skillfully created in silent scenes.

The most memorable element in the cult classic
The Thing is the grotesque shape-shifting. Such
“aliens” are actually an invisible virus that infects
and changes the shape of the host. What makes this
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film so spectacularly cult is the amazing practical
effects in a pre-CGI age.The blood and gore are
unforgettable, striking a stark contrast against
friendlier imaginations such as Steven Spielberg’s
E.T in 1982. The psychological horror also comes
from the fact that The Thing could represent any
potential and invisible threats to a community. There
is nothing the people can do about the situation but
burn the infected bodies because their knowledge
in aliens is limited. The aliens are everywhere,
they may get infected at any time, no omen, no
symptoms. Also, the scientists begin to doubt each
other, as they do not know who is going to be next.
Aliens not only duplicate human bodies but also
drive a wedge between the scientists. Therefore,
aliens are hostile.

What we have to notice is that the aliens are
mysterious in the film. We can barely see any actual
aliens in the movie, however, it is obvious that this
is about an unknown creature trying to invade and
duplicate other creature’s body, and it is not bringing
peace. In the end, the scientists only call the creature
‘the thing’. As I said, there is no symptoms nor
omen, they can only know who get infected through
a simple blood test, which is basically put a hot wire
into the blood. If the blood does not burn, then the
person is safe. We can only see how the alien cells
turn humans into aliens. In this point, we are the
aliens. The blood test scene creates tension because
we are afraid of the unknown future. When the
scientists noticed that no one is clear, they mistrust
everyone immediately. The one near them may
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turn into a disgusting creature at any time. This
mysterious ambiance brings horror to the audience
because humans are both victims and enemies,
which leads to infighting.

There are films that show the opposite side of
aliens, like Spielberg’s E.T., which was released on
the same day as The Thing. It did better at the box
office and was more popular than The Thing in the
80s. E.T. gave an unprecedented friendly portrayal of
aliens. Also, the film created an upbeat relationship
between humans and aliens. But by far, creating a
positive image for the outsiders is still not popular.
The vile image is deep in people’s mind that leads to
a trend in Hollywood to make aliens evil.

Why people feel negative about aliens?
When the media started to publish more articles
of UFO sightings, WWII had just ended. People
tended to have peaceful times and worried that
the extraterrestrials would be a threat to human.
Moreover, some interactors claimed that the aliens
aimed to invade the planet. Because of the historical
background and media rendering, aliens were
hostile. In The Thing, aliens are bringing mistrust
to the scientists. They end up doubting and Killing
others. Also, aliens in this movie have a similar will
like humans’ — the will to survive. But we know that
if aliens survive, it will be the end of the humanity.
The scientists have to disconnect every media, such
as helicopter and radio to prevent aliens’ growth.
This film clearly distributes a vicious character to
creatures outside this planet.

Aliens being evil does not happen overnight. Do
aliens reéliy bring chaos to human beings? We still
do not have an answer. But it is obvious that we have
already stereotyped them. They are almost always
negative: like Independence Day: Resurgence (2016)
or Alien: Covenant (2017). To sum up, the trend is
still'going on. Even though there are movies that
show a friendly, humane side of extraterrestrials,
xenophobia is somehow always more fascinating for
movie-goers. &
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