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Under the Soi:fow and Fear:

The Raven

— By Luk Yee Shan, Luker and Man Siu Kwan, Blair (CIE students)

“Beauty” is a strong word with an
elusive characteristic. Its standard is variable
among all mankind, as different eyes endow
beauty with the different traits. By its
definition, beauty is something presented
in a quality that gives pleasure or deep
satisfaction to one’s mind, it can be aroused
whether by sensory manifestations, a shape
of something or an experiential behaviour.
It is undeniable that all beauty comes with
a strong feeling. If you close your eyes
now and think of an object or feeling that
is associated with beauty, it is most likely
that you will have the feeling of warmth,
brightness, a picture of colourful flowers,
an image of the one you love. However, as
beauty exists anywhere and in any form, it
can even exist in the exact opposite way of
what you just had in your mind.

54 Resplendent

As Edgar Allan Poe has said, “[d]eep into
that darkness peering, long | stood there,
wondering, fearing, doubting, dreaming
dreams no mortal ever dared to dream
before.” Darkness, death, ruins, sorrow and
gloomy feelings, they all have their own values,
even beauty values. If a flower represents
the concept of delicate prettiness, then a
thunderstorm represents the concepts of the
sublime. And yet, both of them are part of the
meaning of beauty. By using the famous gothic
poem The Raven, we will explore the sublime
value in gothic literature. It resonates the
reader with exaggerated emotions, especially
fear, and releases the suppressed deepest
human desires from restraint. Taken together,
these form the incorrigible attraction of gothic
literature around the world.



Firstly, the concept of the sublime in
aesthetics is a greatness with the power that
inspires veneration and epiphany. The most
common source of the sublime comes from
the power of nature, bringing astonishment to
humans’ spirit and mind.

Examples:

€ The “sublime” in gothic literature can be defined
as a terrible wonder. When we read the sublime,
we feel horror, but also wonder at the same time.

€ The 18" century writer Edmund Burke explained
why the sublime leads to intense emotions:
“Whatever is fitted in any sort to excite the ideas
of pain and danger, that is to say whatever is in
any sort terrible, or is conversant about terrible
objects, or operates in a manner analogous to
terror, is a source of the sublime; that is, it is
productive of the strongest emotion which the
mind is capable of feeling.” (Edmund Burke, A
Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin Of Our Ideas
of the Sublime and Beautiful)

Secondly, gothic literature resonates
with the reader through exaggerated human
emotions by the rendered atmosphere of
sorrow, fear, darkness, and supernatural
mysteriousness. We can see in Poe’s poem
The Raven how he explores and reveals the
deep sentimental part of humanity by the
description and symbolism of the raven itself.

Examples:

€ In the poem, the raven fused together with the
midnight in winter, which represents a trauma,
the speaker’s distress after their lover’s death.
The speaker repeatedly asks the raven’s
name, so that it can give a reply, “nevermore”.
However, “nevermore” in different stanzas has
distinct meanings, making the poem shrouded in
mystery.

€ Midnight is always considered as a representation
of horror and mystery, and it is also a moment
when ghost and demons appear. The raven
appears in the midnight, so it has the same
characteristic as those demons and ghosts. The
setting of the poem, a small and closed house,
is a classic characteristic of creating gothic
horror. At the same time, this house fulfilled
the memories of the two main characters. After
the death of the writer’s lover, the house left a
sorrow to the writer, which raises sympathy from
the readers. We can see that the poem uses
horror to create an emotional connection with the
reader.

Lastly, Gothic literature presents a
sublime aesthetic value of the power of fear
and darkness, as it releases the suppressed
deepest human desires from restraint. It also
serves the sense of satisfaction by allowing the
reader to experience the feeling of horror, while
knowing it is an illusion, a mirror reflecting the
safety of reality.

Examples:

‘According to the horror writer HP Lovecraft,
“The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is
fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of fear is
fear of the unknown.” Gothic literature therefore,
through making use of fear, lets us experience
our deepest emotions.

€ Using the theory from Laura Mulvey, we can
see that when reading gothic literature, readers
also experience voyeurism. They gain pleasure
or security by projecting themselves to the
characters. Gothic literature lets us safely
experience the beauty of the sublime because
we know that it is all just an illusion. &
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—By Malik Aisha Khan Awan and Wong Hei Yin, Heidi (CIE students)

Beauty is a topic that many people
are concerned about. It can be divided
between inner beauty and outer beauty.
Makeup is a type of outer beauty which has
been a mode of expressing oneself without
vocalizing for a long time. It has been
used in the LGBT community in the past to
express their sexuality secretly. Through
this article, we want to show how the world
is changing each day. It is now being used
as a method of coming out instead of telling
people explicitly about their sexuality.

76 Resplendent

Nowadays, more cosmetics brands
are focusing on their LGBT consumers,
becoming more inclusive towards them.
This changes the stereotype of just women
using it - not only stereotype about makeup
but people's attitude towards accepting
themselves. Accepting ourselves is inner
beauty, where we accept the “real” us.
Therefore, we will use The Danish Girl as an
example to show how beauty can change
people's mind towards gender, which
shows the inner beauty of people.



Before analysing our points, we will first
introduce the situation of “beauty” in the past. In
the past, “outward beauty” was used as a way to
judge a person’s sexuality. Only women would
use makeup or dress up to show how beautiful
they are. For example, corsets and tho-radia
cosmetics were trends for beauty in the past.
These trends were popular but also dangerous;
corsets would shift the internal organs around
while tho-radia cosmetics were made using
Radium which is radioactive. Compared to men,
however, when men used makeup in the past,
people may have thought that they were crazy or
even called them “gay” since they were different
to others. The main reason outer beauty was
not truly accepted among male society was
because of the religious background of the 18"
and 19" centuries. Males who participated in
“unholy activities” would be punished by death
or sent to conversion camps to be “treated” for
their homosexuality. This made males inhibit
the display of their outer beauty, to avoid being
judged by others.

However, we want to show that even
though displaying male beauty outwardly was
historically not accepted, beauty could still
be expressed by the inner bravery of people.
To prove our point, we will use The Danish
Girl as an example. The Danish Girl was a
movie produced in 2015. It talks about the
first transsexual people in history. The main
character Einar Wegener (later known as Lili
Elbe) was a male painter and asked to dress like
a woman. This experience made him realize that
he wanted to be a woman. He enjoyed being a
woman and tried to act like a woman. He dressed
up like a woman and attended social activities.
In a meeting among printers, Einar kissed a man
which his wife, Gerda Wegener found confusing.
However, in the 1920s, the social atmosphere

was cautious and people did not accept a
man turning into a woman. At first, Einar was
strugging and confused about his identity but
he left the harassment behind. He accepted the
transsexual surgery even though the technique
of the surgery was not yet complete.

He was criticized by society but his wife Gerda
Wegener encouraged Einar to face the “real”
Einar. Because of his wife’s encouragement
and his bravery, he decided to receive the first
transsexual surgery in history. He showed his
most beautiful side by expressing beauty with
his bravery.

As gender roles are already established the
second we are born, it is hard for other people
to accept that you can choose your own gender
in society. So hiding was the only method.
Beauty used to be used by women to showcase
themselves. It became customary to use
makeup and wear dresses to show how wealthy
you are. But now, makeup is not only being
used by women but also men. Recently the
trend of male wearing makeup might shock you,
but it was always there, just hiding from public
view. Interestingly, the bravery and inner beauty
of people like Einar has also allowed males and
the LGBT community to more easily show their
outer beauty to others.

To conclude, beauty is one of the methods
to show our identity. While both men and
women are nowadays concerned about outer
beauty, inner beauty and how people express
themselves is also very important. To show
one’s beauty, people should be confident and
brave enough to show themselves. In the case
of The Danish Girl, Einar was brave enough to
be himself and receive the transsexual surgery.
He faced the public opinion and did what he
wanted. This is the inner beauty that society
needs. &
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How does the male gaze

beautzfy

womens

Kate Tokyo commercials

— By So Wing Ki, Eloise
(CIE student)

“Beautiful” is an adjective that refers to
something attractive or pleasing, and it can be
used to describe females’ appearances. Male gaze
towards women creates standard of beauty of
females, and women are required to be “happy”
about it under brainwashing. Through the Kate
Tokyo commercials, | aim to demonstrate how
male gaze functions on women, and how women
somehow tend to pander to this social demand of
“beauty”. Just as the “be yourselves” suggests,
it makes women believe that it is the occasion
of females’ awakening, but it is just a kind of
brainwashing which makes sure they are trapped
in male gaze pleasantly.

92 Resplendent

Male gaze is a concept that was first developed

by film critic Laura Mulvey, and it explains how
gender is a decisive factor in the film-making industry.
According to Mulvey (1975), woman is represented as
sex object of male desire and pleasure by masculine
perspective, and there are three perspectives to
consider with the male gaze theory, including that of
the person behind the camera, that of the characters
within the representation, and that of the spectator. In
other words, these three perspectives are the producer,
the characters and the audience. The female is only
a passive object to an active gaze of male viewer
when the male producer shoots the film by taking a
masculine point of view. Therefore, woman is exhibited
or gazed upon from the male perspective. Besides,
in many movies’ scenes, women are to be looked at
by other characters, it draws the audiences’ attention
to women’s bodies. In a case study of Wonder
Woman (2017), the costumes of Wonder Woman is
rather sexy and seductive with corset and skirt, which
are not convenient and suitable for fighting with the
enemy. The sight lingers on the curves of a woman's
body. The female characters serve male audiences’
visual pleasure by satisfying the illusion of female and
the masculine scopophilia. It signifies that man is in
a position of power over woman. Based on Butler
(1999), just like “social norms”, female is positioned
in a society by males. Woman plays the role and acts
as “to-be-look-at-ness” in order to fulfil the dominant
ideologies that are disturbed and imposed on woman
in patriarchal society. It is how male gaze is conducted
in the society.

| want to first explain how male gaze creates the
“beauty” standard of female, and how it becomes
the dominant ideology of female beauty in society.
Standard refers to a level of quality or attainment,
which some people want to approach. Due to the
dissemination of male gaze in society, females tend to
believe that they need to be “looked at” and recognise
the “beauty” standard of female from male perspective.
One of the agents of disseminating male gaze in
society is the media. Through the media, women
learn to be “beautiful” to pleasure men, same as the
female characters did in film, commercial or comics.




Take cosmetic brand Kate Tokyo as an example, its
commercials promote cosmetics by emphasizing
the characteristics of women, which is based on the
dominant ideology of female beauty in society. In
the commercial, the women dress up for the party at
night, after they finish the make-up with Kate Tokyo’s
cosmetics, they become more confident and dance
in the party. The main hue of commercials is black
and ash grey, it moulds a mysterious atmosphere and
draws the audience into an attractive situation. For the
costumes, the women mostly wear gowns and they are
all close-fitting so as to emphasize the curve of female’s
body. Also, the women in commercial are so seductive
with their sexy posing, with their slow motion during
make-up, and sitting on chair with crossed legs. It is
obvious that they are trying to tempt somebody. And
the commercials show that woman can be beautiful
and tempt somebody with the use of Kate Tokyo’s
cosmetics. However, what makes the audiences
believe that using Kate Tokyo’s cosmetics will become
more beautiful? By showing the characteristics of
woman from masculine perspective. Why is it beautiful
when women are showing off their S-line body curve?
Why it is so attractive when women are sitting on chair
with crossed legs? It is all about the male gaze towards
females. Due to the promotion of male gaze by the
media, both males and females start to believe that the
male has dominant power over female. And females
playing their roles, performing as an object under male
manipulation, is an appropriate mechanism in the
society. So, women act like what they are supposed
to be from masculine perspective. It clarifies why male
gaze has become the dominant ideology of female’s
beauty in society, and women somehow tend to
pander to this social demand of “beauty”.

Second, women are not only forced to obey
male gaze, but also required to be “happy”, to “enjoy”
it. Male gaze does not only create the standard of
“beauty”, but also turns it to be the demand of “beauty”
towards woman. Why are females in a position of
power under male? Is it an eternal mechanism in the
society? Unlike other cosmetic brands, Kate Tokyo
encourages women to be themselves. Although male
gaze functions in the commercials, “no more rules”
él_vyays appears as slogan at the end, which encourages

References: Butler, J. (1999). Gender trouble: tenth anniversary edition. New York, NY: Routledge.
Mulvey, L. (1975). Visual pleasure and narrative cinema. Screen, 16(3), 6-18.

females to jump out of the box and be themselves.
It is an important message from Kate Tokyo. As
females are constricted under the dominant ideology in
patriarchal society, the ability and fascination of females
are restricted also. “No more rules” inspires females to
live out their own lives, withoutfollowing the trend or the
ideology that is imposed on them blindly. In the Kate
Tokyo commercials, close shots of diamonds appear
without explanation, which may lead to audiences’
confusion. Actually, diamond has been known as the
invincible stone because of its unconquerable hardness
and uniqueness. Therefore, in many different cultures,
it symbolises strength, power, courage, rarity, beauty
and wealth, etc. Then, what is its function to appear on
a cosmetic brand commercial? It is really to symbolise
the occasion of females’ awakening. As Kate Tokyo
emphasises females should break away from the
dominant ideology in society, its commercials take
diamonds as symbolisation to remind the audiences
(especially the female) that one’s “beauty” should not
be assessed by others. Nonetheless, it is somehow
ironic that the “be yourselves” message is actually a
kind of brainwashing. Male gaze as an ideology is so
deeply ingrained that women obeying is not enough,
they are required to enjoy it by being themselves. Being
yourselves is an illusion which makes women think that
they can be different and get rid of the control under
men. It makes them believe that they are no longer only
objects under men’s power, they have right to choose
who they are and who they can be, so that they can
enjoy and be satisfied in it. However, it is ridiculous that
no matter how they react, they are still abiding in male
gaze. This brainwashing makes women willing to obey
male gaze, as it makes them feel valuable and precious.
Therefore, when they think they are being themselves,
they are still only trapped in male gaze indeed.

To conclude, male gaze is a dominant ideology
of female’s beauty in society, it creates the beauty
standard of females. So, women act as “to-be-looked-
at” so as to ingratiate the ideology that is imposed
on them. Besides, women are required to be willing
to obey male gaze and be “happy” about it by being
brainwashed. It is how male gaze works in society and
how females are trapped in it. &
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The Beauty in .

— By Poon Hau Tung, Victoria (CIE student)

We have had the concept of “beauty”
for a long time. After all these years, we
still have not given the one true definition
of “beauty”. In fact, “beauty” has varied
throughout time, various cultures and
different perceptions of the world. It can
be explained in so many ways by so many
people, it depends on what you seek. For
me, what | have discovered is unexpectedly
simple -- “beauty” is the memory. Have you
ever questioned: why does the past always
seem so “beautiful”?
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It was a day in the busy June. My mother
and Aunt Joyce were chatting on the phone in
the room. | went home in advance and | heard
part of it inadvertently.

“...They won't come back for dinner
tonight. Just me. Kids are grown up. They have
their own lives.” My mother said, “Time flies so
fast, right?”

“It seemed to happen yesterday... | was
holding my baby boy in my arms. He opened
his tiny eyes and looked into mine.” She



laughed, “You know how my little son always
complained about his eyes before? He told
me that his eyes have been this tiny since the
day he came to the world! And then his sister
always made jokes on him and reminded him
to open his eyes while walking!”

“| forgot a lot in these years, but | still
keep every beautiful moment that | had with
my children in mind...” She sighed.

In fact, | was not impressed with this
memory and | thought | have some similar pieces
and pictures in my mind. It looked real and
unreal at the same time. It sounded like a great
time between me and my younger brother, yet it
was strange that | had no idea of it. Afterward,
| asked my younger brother whether he still
remembered or not. Then | got another version
of the story which was not yet “beautified”.

My younger brother had been bullied for
a while. He was mocked and imitated by his
classmates because of his eyes. It was quite
hurtful, and he once blamed our parents.
Fortunately, | noticed it before causing a
disaster. There was a scar left on him and we
would not take the initiative in mentioning it.
Until a later day when he really let go, then we
could talk about it and make jokes on it, like |
should have sent him to the audition of those
Korean entertainment shows, then he would
have become a very popular star in South
Korea.

It finally matched with my memory and |
was aware that it was not the first time of my
mother having these "confused memories",
particularly in our childhood, in what had
already passed. It is all about missing
something. When the prettiest time with
children can never be back, what is the first

thing you will do? To recall the memories. To
seek the feeling of the warm and close family
of that time. In order to form that wonderful
moment, we may edit or modify our memories
unconsciously. With the belief that our brain
never lies, no one will ever doubt whether the
memories are true or not. Therefore, everything
makes sense.

If you carefully think about it, you will
realize that people seem to be used to
beautifying memories in nostalgia. When we
talk about summer, we may remember the
sunny day and forget the burning heat. When
we talk about childhood, we may believe that
is friendship rather than a bullying. When
we talk about love, we may emphasize the
romance but not the responsibility. We erase
something, leaving something else to convince
us that is what should have been in the past,
as beautiful, as fruitful, as joyful.

| did not wake her up in the end. The
reason is not difficult to understand. My mother
has no consciousness of editing memory.
For me, | cannot ensure my memory is totally
true and has not been beautified as well. In
addition, if that makes her feel better, then just
let my mother feel better. She was not good,
but she will be. | always believe that people
probably need to beautify the past so as to
shape a better self. We get nothing regarding
the future. Every action we do, every decision
we make and every word we say is most likely
a mental simulation based upon the experience
of our past. In other words, what kind of past
you have, what kind of person you are today.
Does it mean that a better past shapes a better
person? Or is it an excuse for turning a blind
eye to reality? What do you think? &
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The beauty of the soul shines out when a man bears
with composure one heavy mischance after another, not
because he does not feel them, but because he is a man
of high and heroic temper.

— Avristotle
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