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My personal experience of GE
Dr. CHU Yun Chung

“Just try to introduce yourself,” said
Brian when he invited me to write
a short article for this CIE Alumni S8
newsletter. “Doesn’t it sound like a + B8
job interview,” T thought, “but what - EigEEta(

about me would people possibly be & T S el
interested in knowing?” Then I re- g, e = ey i
called a question I was asked during | =

the interview of this job... b 2

I joined CIE as a lecturer in mathe-
matics and [ had this great opportu-
nity mainly because mathematics (or
more precisely numeracy) had become a core area of General Education (GE) curriculum in the
Baptist University and therefore CIE needed to recruit more lecturers in this area. Naturally, I
was asked to give my views on GE during the job interview. So, I think, the most relevant way
to introduce myself now is probably to share my personal experience of GE.

Dr. Chu Yun Chung (Right)

I first came across the term “General Education” when I became an undergraduate student
at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in late eighties. (Let’s not disclose the exact year.)
CUHK was the pioneer university in Hong Kong to promote GE and at that time, we had to
take six GE courses. One thing that has not changed over generations is that students keep
questioning the value of GE. To answer this question of the students nowadays, the best way is
perhaps to tell them what I remember I learnt from GE 25 years ago and ask them to have the
same reflection 25 years later themselves.

The first GE course I took was called “art and methodology of thinking”. This was also the first
ever course I took that was taught in Mandarin, and I was so poor in Mandarin! I had to read
the textbook before every class but then it became a habit that I enjoyed so much. Nowadays
my colleagues and I would sigh at our inability to make students understand the great value of
preparing for the class in advance! What did I learn in that course? So much that I don’t know
which to say, but perhaps this example from the book: When a man looks at an English sign
written “Attack Dog Insides” on the entrance of a house and then walks away, it did not, logi-
cally, imply that he was afraid of dogs or even he could read English at all! And nowadays I
can still tell the difference between “what I really know” and “what I guess I know”.

The second GE course I took was called “Guided Study”, which was very informal. In one
“lecture” we were asked to write down 5 good things and 5 bad things about ourselves (Oh!
Not again!) and stick them on our T-shirts, walk around and let our classmates read them.
So embarrassing but at least we all discovered how reluctant people were to disclose the bad
things about themselves! Another important thing that I learnt from this course that I still re-



member is this: People have the RIGHT to
choose friends. No matter how eager you
want to make friends with someone, you
cannot presume that they must return the
same sentiment.

The third GE course I took was called “Chi-
nese Culture and its Philosophies”. Honest-
ly I did not dislike this topic but somehow
this course was just not my cup of tea and I
cannot recall anything interesting about it.
So what have I learnt? Not all GE courses
were interesting! At least some could be as
boring as my own major courses.

The next GE course I took was quite the
other extreme. It was called “Perspectives
in Business” and I cannot possibly name all
the interesting knowledge that I have learnt
from this course. For example, the lecturer
would design various games and activities
to help us understand why it was possible
to have win-win situations and how negotia-
tions could help to achieve that. However,
there was a major flaw in the design of this
course: It did not have a final exam. There-
fore, many students started to skip classes
(as attendance was not compulsory) after
the mid-term test despite the interesting lec-
tures. I guess the lecturer was so disappoint-
ed that this course was not offered again in
the next year. So what I learnt from this GE
course? It is not only the teacher’s responsi-
bility to motivate students to learn, but also
the students’ responsibility to motivate the
teacher to teach (or at least keep teaching).

The fifth GE course I took was “The Mod-
ern West”, which required us to read some
western literatures such as Boccaccio’s The
Decameron. [ was not exactly the literature-
type but at least I learnt this after our discus-
sion of Shakespearean tragedies: Tragedies
were tragedies not because they could not
be avoided, but rather because they COULD
have been avoided, only that people failed
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to avoid them because they could not overcome
their own weaknesses.

The last GE course I took was called “Reli-
gious Faith and Modern Life”. Out of the six
GE courses I took, this one had the most in-
class discussion, and we examined many soci-
etal issues from a religion perspective.

Having read the above, many of my CIE stu-
dents would probably exclaim at this point,
“NO Math GE?” Well, mathematics was not a
GE core in my time and as a science student, |
was not allowed to take mathematics as my GE
elective. I did sit for the first lecture of the Math
GE course and the lecturer talked about vot-
ing mechanisms and used calculations to show
how different voting systems could lead to very
different results despite the same wishes of the
voters. Voting was not so much a concern in
Hong Kong in late eighties but nowadays I do
wish that more Hong Kong people would have
understood the limitations of various voting
mechanisms before they were engaged in a hot
debate.

Going back to the question I was asked during
the CIE job interview, I have to admit that I
have already forgotten what answer1 gave for
my view on GE but I don’t think I could provide
a meaningful view because | was no expert in
GE. What I shared above was just my encounter
with GE instead of my view. Perhaps, a person
is like a pyramid, where his expertise is the tip
defining his height and GE is the base defining
his volume. What GE has taught me is that the
world is bigger than whatever boundary we can
draw for ourselves, and there is always some-
thing out there. This is exactly how I feel after
joining the CIE family. I had been teaching for
more than ten years before joining CIE, but still
this job turned out a whole new exciting expe-
rience to me, and I have since enjoyed every
moment of redrawing my boundary.



32| Alumnus News

1§, BEE—S8ER

Dr. Benjamin Cheng

—4FHl > Benjamin FABER T ELFAICIEAR
ZE o #ARNE  BEEHAZEZBEREE - BEENOIA
1B (BEM B EE Heomfort  zone » EHTEIZIRKE -
TEEERELBUNEBLRE

HEBEMEXNEEEE - REBHBR -
ALY BERHMEREE - ERCABE ) E=F10
BTEE  CUFR2EHE——RORBEIERERN
BB TAREER  BRERERE  50E
K HRSERECHER  BABCEENEEN
Trrmafs - REHAVEE?

SR » SSEFEHBenjamin REAE Y HHVERE »
F2AEHIHIZ | Benjamin W THNEELEL - BT
ERERFTEAARAGEREERAFEMERN&E
BEmXiEN  BERMNESZSRERESMRERE
EHREBERIE=H -

2013 LA » Benjamin[@lgFCIE » {tH3ERS Y &
CEEARE ? "ENFNBLTEE > HBNMEZEK
KAV EMEE > SRNWERER  -EE | [
B BB Y =FB4E4E  REBENRT  BE
T8MEEE  SHERBMMZ—E - |



Lecturer News and Sharing|33

The Momen th My baby!

After a 10-month journey, it was the time to welcome the special gift, a new born with
amazing grace on Boxing Day last year, although there was hard time during and after
pregnancy.

When I first saw him, I got many questions in mind, like “why does he look so funny or
well... so strange? Is it normal?” As his head is so big compared to the rest of his body.
A growing baby is just so wonderful! In the first months, he drew all the energy right out
of me. But that fatigue turns into waves of happiness when he looks into my eyes with a
smile.

The first time he cooed with a beautiful grin was a magical moment to me. That was the
moment I first fell in love with this angel, Winston. His smiles tell me he loves me.

Winston, Amy and David
1 March 2014

P.S. To my beloved students and colleagues, thank you for all your blessings and support!
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